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e. DESCRIPTION 
I I (Check One) I 

Ruins Un.ipo*.d 
CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

Al tered  Q Unaltered. , . n M O V . ~  pg h i g i n e l  Sit. 

Point of Honor i s  an i r regular  shaped two-story Federal mansion of stuccoed 
brick. The facade is composed of a three-bay center sect ion flanked by 
two octagonal ended projections.  Between the projections is a one-story 
I t a l i ana t e  porch which is probably a rebuilding of the or iginal .  The 
or ig ina l  porch i s  thought to  have been a two-level porch. The or ig ina l  
stone s teps  with t h e i r  wrought i ron ra i l ings  survive in  place. The building 
is covered by a shallow hipped roof surrounded a t  its base by a thin  
bracketed cornice i n  the manner of Benjamin Latrobe. 

The r ea r  elevation of the house was T-shaped although one-story addit ions 
have a l te red  its appearance. The of f ice  wing a t  the northwest corner 
probably dates from Doctor George cabe l l ' s  occupancy of the house. 

The in t e r io r  of Point of Honor contains notable Federal woodwork i n  the 
reception rooms. The door surround and mantel i n  the drawing room both 
employ pineapple and tassel-and-swag motifs and a re  especial ly  f i ne  in  
quali ty.  Most of the or ig ina l  t r i m  survives throughout the house although 
the cornices i n  both the drawing room and dining room have disappeared. 

The house i s  believed t o  have had elaborate and extensive gardens, but 
l i t t l e  t race of them remains. 'Ihe lands around Point of Honor were heavily 
developed i n  the late-nineteenth century, but fortunately the house re ta ins  
an informal park abwe  i t  with commanding views of the c i t y  and the James 
River. 
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I Point  of Honor I 
8.  Statement of S ign i f i cance :  

Point of Honor i n  Lynchburg, Vi rg in ia  i s  a  two s t o r y ,  
T-shaped br ick  house with p ro jec t ing  octagonal  bays on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  ent rance  porch on t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e l eva t ion .  
Current research  suggests  t h a t  t h e  house was b u i l t  ca .  1815 
f o r  D r .  George Cabel l .  The house is similar t o  a  group of 
octagonal-bay houses b u i l t  i n  Richmond during t h e  same per iod .  
The Hancock-Caskie House a t  2 nor th  5th S t r e e t  i s  t h e  only 
surviv ing  Richmond example. It i s  a l s o  a  more e l a b o r a t e  house. 
than Point  of Honor and i n  a  much b e t t e r  s t a t e  of preservat ion .  
However, n e i t h e r  house can be sa id  t o  possess more than regional  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  ., 
The land on which' poin t  of Honor i s  loca ted  was f i r s t  owned by the  Lynch 
family,  whose f e r r y  about a h a l f  mile  down the  James River became the  
nucleus around which the  c i t y  of Lynchburg developed,. I n  1805 p a r t  of 
the  proper ty ,  inc luding "the High Grounds, t he  Low Grounds, and the  
I s l ands  l y i n g  on t h e  James ~ i v e r , "  were purchased by the  noted physician 
Doctor George Cabell  (1766-1823). Doctor Cabe l l ' s  most famous p a t i e n t  
was P a t r i c k  Henry, whose son married Cabe l l ' s  daughter.  

Const ruc t ion  of Point  o f  Honor was begun almost imnediately a f t e r  Doctor 
Cabell  acquired the  land,  and the  house was ready f o r  occupancy i n  1806. 
O r i g i n a l l y  known a s  the  "mansion house," the  s t r u c t u r e  acquired i ts  
p resen t  name i n  1812 a f t e r  a b loodless  due l  which took p lace  nearby. 
Af te r  Cabel l ' s  dea th  i n  1823, the  house was leased f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s  t o  
Colonel Maurice Langhorne who shared the  res idence  wi th  h i s  b ro the r  Henry, 
grea t -grandfa ther  of Lady Astor and Mrs. Charles  D a n a  Gibson. Through 
marriage,  ownership of Point  of Honor passed t o  the  Daniel family,  and 
f o r  a number of yea r s  it served a s  the  home o f  the  prominent Judge 
William Daniel ,  Jr., f a t h e r  of United S t a t e s  Senator  John Warwick Daniel ,  
"the Lame Lion of Lynchburg." I n  1862 i t  was acquired by Colonel Robert 
L. Owen, Pres ident  of t h e  Virg in ia  and Tennessee Railroad. Colonel Owen's 
wife  Narcissa was the  daughter  of Thomas Chisholm, the  l a s t  he red i t a ry  
war ch ie f  of the  Western Cherokees. Their  y o u h p r  son became one of t h e  
f i r s t  two sena to r s  of the  new s t a t e  of Oklahoma ' i n  1907. I n  recent  years  
the  house has been owned by the  c i t y  and has been maintained under the  
auspices  of the  c i t y ' s  Parks and Recreat ional  Department. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i ts  a s s o c i a t i o n s  with seve ra l  prominent Lynchburg f ami l i e s ,  
Point  of Honor survives  a s  a d i s t i n c t i v e  and uncomnonly soph i s t i ca t ed  
example o f  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Regret tably 
the  a r c h i t e c t - b u i l d e r  i s  unknown; however, t he  des ign  d i s p l a y s  a more 
than c o i n c i d e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s e v e r a l  townhouses i n  Richmond, which 
i n  t u r n  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  known-designs by Benjamin Henry Latrobe. 
It is appropr i a t e  t h a t  Point  of Honor, one o f  the  c i t y ' s  o l d e s t  and 
c e r t a i n l y  f i n e s t  houses, is c u r r e n t l y  being re s to red  t o  se rve  as a museum 
f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  Lynchburg. 
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